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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to RCE received on August 29, 2008. Claims 28 and 3 
were amended. Claims 28-41 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 28-30, 32-37 and 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Donatelli et al., U.S. Patent No. 7,085,822 (referred to hereafter as 
Donatelli). 

As to claim 28, Donatelli teaches a method of updating a plurality of applications 
on an electronic device "Palm Pilot 26" from a content server "management server 10" 
through a host device "endpoint 14" (see fig. 2), comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of conduits in pairs for specific applications for 
communications between said host device and said electronic device and between said 
host device and said content server on said host device (see col. 4 lines 14-25 and lines 
36-col. 5 lines 12, a plurality of conduits are installed on device 14 to provide updates 
between server 10 and device 26); 
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at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications stored by said host device with 
current versions of corresponding applications on said content server to determine 
newer versions of such applications reside on said content server (see col. 4 lines 14- 
59, the new updated files are downloaded from the server to the device 14, after the 
controller 28 is installed then devices 26 may connect and download updates, therefore 
files are downloaded when device 26 is not connected to device 14), , 

passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 5 lines 14-32, identification information of devices 26 are 
passed to the server 1 0); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 5 lines 14-32, identification information includes 
user ID); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 5 lines 49-58, files are copied from server 10 to device 26); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 5 lines 1-13, col. 6 lines 4-17 and lines 21-25 and lines 32- 
36, the files to be synchronized are determined and installed on the device); 

wherein the newer versions of the applications are personalized for the electronic 
device based on the user identification information (see col. 5 lines 54-61 , the files are 
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personalized based on the user.dat which includes information such as user ID and 
desktop ID). 

As to claim 29, Donatelli teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a screen (see col. 4 lines 36-42, PALM VII 
inherently includes a screen). 

As to claim 30, Donatelli teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 4 lines 36-42). 

As to claim 31, Donatelli teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer (see col. 4 lines 36-42). 

As to claim 33, Donatelli teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
content server comprises at least one of the following: 

a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 4 lines 13-25 and fig. 2, server 10 is a 
remote server). 

As to claim 34, Donatelli teaches a system for providing updated applications 
with reference to a content server "server 10", using a host device "device 14" and 
comprising: 

an electronic device "device 26" for providing application information to a user 
(see fig. 2); 

providing a plurality of conduits in pairs for specific applications for 
communications between said host device and said electronic device and between said 
host device and said content server on said host device (see col. 4 lines 14-25 and lines 
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36-col. 5 lines 12, a plurality of conduits are installed on device 14 to provide updates 
between server 10 and device 26); 

at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications stored by said host device with 
current versions of corresponding applications on said content server to determine 
newer versions of such applications reside on said content server (see col. 4 lines 14- 
59, the new updated files are downloaded from the server to the device 14, after the 
controller 28 is installed then devices 26 may connect and download updates, therefore 
files are downloaded when device 26 is not connected to device 14), , 

passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 5 lines 14-32, identification information of devices 26 are 
passed to the server 1 0); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 5 lines 14-32, identification information includes 
user ID); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 5 lines 49-58, files are copied from server 10 to device 26); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 5 lines 1-13, col. 6 lines 4-17 and lines 21-25 and lines 32- 
36, the files to be synchronized are determined and installed on the device); 
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wherein the newer versions of the applications are personalized for the electronic 
device based on the user identification information (see col. 5 lines 54-61 , the files are 
personalized based on the user.dat which includes information such as user ID and 
desktop ID). 

As to claim 35, Donatelli teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a display screen (see col. 4 lines 36-42). 

As to claim 36, Donatelli teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 4 lines 36-42). 

As to claim 37, Donatelli teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer system (see col. 4 lines 36-42). 

As to claim 39, Donatelli teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
content server comprises at least one of the following: 

a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 4 lines 13-25 and fig. 2, server 10 is a 
remote server). 

As to claim 40, Donatelli teaches the method of claim 28 wherein the content 
server dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 4 
lines 60-col. 5 lines 12, each device has a set of files to be updated which are 
personalized based on the identification information). 

As to claim 41 , Donatelli teaches the system of claim 34 wherein the content 
server dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 4 
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lines 60-col. 5 lines 12, each device has a set of files to be updated which are 
personalized based on the identification information). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 32 and 38 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Donatelli in view of Varadharajan et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,887,063 (referred to hereafter 
as Varad). 

As to claims 32 and 38, Donatelli teaches a method and system of updating a 
plurality of applications on an electronic device "Palm Pilot 26" from a content server 
"management server 10" through a host device "endpoint 14" (see fig. 2). Donatelli does 
not explicitly teach that the method and system includes a cradle for communication 
with said host device. 

However, Varad teaches a system and method including a host device that 
communicates with a portable device when the portable device is placed on a cradle adj 
to the host device (see col. 3 lines 5-8). 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the method and system of Doantelli by using a cradle to 
communicate between device 14 and device 26 when device 26 is placed on the cradle 
as taught by Varad. Motivation to do so comes from the knowledge well known in the art 
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that using a cradle which is directly connected to a host device would make it easier for 
the host device and the portable device to communicate through a direct cable 
connection which makes the communication both fast and secure. 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUSSEIN A. EL CHANTI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 )272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/Hussein Elchanti/ 
Sep. 29, 2008 



